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October, 2009  
CCO Newsletter 

 
Please feel free to 

forward this newsletter 
and help spread the  

word about  
Cool Critters Outreach 

 

Reptiles in the News 
 

Recently in the Greater Mekong region of Southeast Asia 
scientists have discovered 18 new reptile species and 14 new 

amphibian species. 
 

A new species of leopard gecko called the “Cat Ba Leopard 
Gecko” is among those discovered.  Found in Northern 

Vietnam this reptile has large brown cat-like eyes and leopard 
stripes.   

 

 

 
Another species found was the Khorat big-mouthed frog.  

While studying this new species of frog it was seen in 
shallow streams, waiting for its next meal. 

 

 

 
However, as quickly as they are discovered they may be 

disappearing.  With a mixture of climate change and 
deforestation due to the rapid pace of development in this 

region these animals may soon become extinct.   
 

We want your animal rescue 
stories.  Send them to us at 

brian@coolcrittersoutreach.com 

Halloween is almost here! 

October is the time when ghost, 
goblins, and ghouls come out to 

scare you.   
 

If you are planning a Halloween 
party why not have CCO come 
out and entertain your guests 

with some tarantulas, scorpions, 
roaches, snakes, and more?  It’s 
the perfect way to set your party 

apart from any other party 
around. 

 
Call, text, email, or FB message 
us now to book your program!  

 

Forward this newsletter to at least 3 people 
in your contact list.  Let them know about 

Cool Critters Outreach! 
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Animal Spotlight for October, 2009 
 

The African Spur Thigh Tortoise (also known as the Sulcata 
Tortoise) is the largest land tortoise species in Africa and the 3rd 

largest land tortoise species in the world.  These tortoises are found in 
the hot, arid regions of the Sub-Sahara and are often sold as 

household pets. 
 

Full grown these tortoises can reach sizes of 2 ½ feet in length and 
weigh well over 100 lbs.  They do not do well in damp, wet, or cold 
conditions.  What this means is that if you live in an area like we do 

here in Cincinnati, you cannot keep them outdoors in the winter.  
You must bring them indoors during inclement weather during the 

summer and any time it gets cold at any other time of the year. 
 

A hatchling is about 2 to 3 inches in length, adorable and seemingly 
easy to care for.  However that cute, adorable little tortoise will soon 
become a large eating machine.  Strictly vegetarian these tortoises 

will eat grass, hay, fruits and vegetables…a lot of it.   
 

If you are thinking about obtaining one of these tortoises as a pet, 
please think twice.  With as big as they get and as much as they eat it 

can quickly become an animal that needs a large space to roam, 
plenty of heat, and of course the food.  It’s not cheap to keep one as a 
pet and eventually this tortoise will become so large that transporting 
it even a short distance can become too much to handle.  Think about 

a smaller tortoise that is easier to handle. 
 

For a better tortoise or turtle option contact Cool Critters Outreach.  
We will help you adopt a tortoise that is suitable for you and your 

family. 
 
 



 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Check us out online at the website below or follow 
us on Facebook!  Search for Brian Gill and request 
to be added.  We send out event reminders, upload 

photos of animals, and much more! 

FEEDBACK WANTED!  
Do you have an idea for the next newsletter?  Enjoy 

something you read?  Have an opinion you would like 
to share?  Did you see us at a program?  Let us know 

what you think!  Send your feedback via email to 
brian@coolcrittersoutreach.com  

FREE PROGRAMS IN OCTOBER 
October 3rd – Fantasy Festival in Main Strausse Village 
October 12th – Bond Hill Library 
October 16th – Florence & Scheben Branch Library  
October 24th – Mt. Washington Branch Library 
October 27th – Walnut Hills Library 
October 31st – Loveland Branch Library 
 
Check the calendar on the website for additional dates as 
they are scheduled.  You can also add us on your Facebook 
page and we will send out updates when we have free 
programs as well! 

With winter approaching it is time to ensure 
your reptiles stay warm and safe in your 

home.  Some reptiles, by nature, will slow 
down their eating habits.   

 
If you notice a decrease in activity or 

consumption of food in your reptile it may be 
a sign that your reptile is too cold or the 

humidity levels are not where they should be. 
 

Check the temperature of the cage / terrarium 
to ensure you have the correct temperatures. 
As the temps outside drop so may the temps 
in your home.  This will affect your pet and 
it’s up to you to make sure your pet stays 

warm, healthy and happy. Words from one of our many satisfied friends 
 
“I just wanted to take a moment to tell you what a great 
time the kids had a Nick’s birthday party.  You were 
terrific (especially with so many eager ones wanting to 
see and touch all of the reptiles!) 
 
Nick is still talking about it and the pictures I have of 
the kids with all your critters are just priceless.  I will 
definitely recommend you guys to others.  It was the 
best idea for a birthday party! 
 
Thanks so much for some long lasting memories.” 


