
Summer is almost here!  Have 
us out to your block party, 
family cookout, your kids’ 
birthday party, your church 
festival, or any other event you 
can think of!  Schedule early to 
get the day and time you want! 
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Please forward this 

newsletter to 
everyone in your email 

group! 
Help spread the  

word about  
Cool Critters Outreach 

Reptiles in the News 
 
The Nile Monitor Lizard, native to Africa, is causing some real problems at the Homestead Air Reserve Base near 
Miami, Florida.  Nile Monitor’s are not uncommon among reptile enthusiasts.  They are frequently kept in 
collections because of their size and pattern.   
 
These lizards can grow up to 6 feet long, weigh around 30 pounds, and have an incredibly voracious appetite.  They 
have been seen eating native Florida wildlife including the protected Burrowing Owl.  There are so many invasive 
lizards in Florida that scientists believe their numbers outweigh the native lizards that should be there. 
 
When an invasive species is released into an area they should not be, the delicate balance of nature is interrupted.  
The invasive animals will begin to eat the native plants and animals.  In the case of the Nile Monitor, they are not 
only eating the native wildlife but also causing a real problem for residents as well as the Air Reserve.   
 
The base is close to the Everglades and Biscayne National Parks, both of which are home to a large diversity of 
wildlife that regularly spill into the base’s woodlands and wetlands.  Agency employees patrol the runways on a 
regular basis to shoo away birds, capture lizards, and deal with any other animals that have found their way onto the 
landing strip.   
 
These animals began showing up last year.  While the population isn’t overwhelming, there is concern that the 
animals have begun breeding.  This is just another reason Cool Critters Outreach discusses what it’s like to keep 
certain animals as pets.  Do the research before getting any pet.  Make sure you can handle it not just as a juvenile 
but also as an adult.  If you do take on a pet that you can’t handle, NEVER release it into the wild.  Call upon a 
rescue organization to assist in properly placing the animal. 

 
  

Left: A captured Nile Monitor 
Lizard is shown to locals 
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Animal Intake Spotlight for June, 2009 
 
With us discussing invasive species, we thought we’d spotlight this little 
guy for June.  This is an Australian Green Tree Frog.  Found in the northern 
parts of Australia, this is a fairly large frog species.  Because of their size 
and bright color they have found their way into the pet trade. 
 
However, like so many other animals that make their way into the pet trade, 
this species of frog is no longer simply found in Australia.  If you travel to 
the Carolina’s, Georgia, and even Florida you just might see some of them.  
We have an American Green Tree Frog that you will find in those same 
areas.  Since all these frogs need is water and bugs to survive, they are now 
commonly found in America. 
 
Frogs, like all amphibians, are what is known as a “bio-indicator species”.  
Because they breathe and drink through their skin, if there are any harmful 
materials in the water amphibians are the first to show signs of it.  They 
have no protective coating, like scales or a shell, to protect them.  So if 
there is a hazardous material in the water it goes directly into the animal.   
 
This wonderful frog has put on some weight since he’s been with CCO.  
Throughout the day and night we often hear him croaking, and it’s quite 
loud.  He has even been heard croaking during our programs as well!   
 
Our organization relies solely on donations and the money we receive from 
conducting programs.  Without your support CCO would not exist.  
Schedule a program now and help make a change. 
 

 

Check out our interview with 
Anderson Community 

Television at  
www.youtube.com/cincyhope. 
Then be on the lookout for us 

on Waycross Community 
Media in July! 

 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recycled Reptile for June, 2009 

 
I am a red ear slider water turtle.  You might see me at a flea market, nice and small and cute, and think about taking 
me home.  Well, that’s what happened to me and dozens of others that CCO takes in every year.  I can make a good 
pet as long as you have patience and a good filter!  You see, I live in the water.  That means I swim, eat, and relieve 
myself in the water, too.  What I would really like is to be outside in a private pond at your home.  That way you can 
feed me and I will be in a safe environment.  Right now I am here at CCO with several others and I’m sure more will 

be coming in soon. 
 

Adopting me will allow some of the other animals that CCO takes in to become healthy and happy.  They took me in 
and now I’m ready for my new forever home. 

 
Won’t you please make me part of your family?  Call or text Brian at 513.720.2442, or email him at 

brian@coolcrittersoutreach.com if you’re interested. 

KidsFest 2009 
 
On Saturday, June 6th and Sunday, June 7th Cool 
Critters Outreach will be part of the KidsFest 
that takes place at Sawyer Point.  It’s a free 
event that will have food, games, and plenty of 
other things to do.  Stop by and check out our 
booth while you’re there!  The event runs from 
11am – 5pm both days.  We look forward to 
seeing you! 
 

 
Check us out online at the website below or follow 
us on Facebook!  Search for Brian Gill and request 
to be added.  We send out event reminders, upload 

photos of animals, and much more! 

Be sure to forward this e-newsletter to your 
family and friends.  Let them know what we 

do, why we do it, and what we’re about! 

Cool Critters Outreach t-shirts!  This 
summer be seen wearing the coolest 
t-shirt around!   Check the website 

often and look in next months 
newsletter for more information! 


