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July, 2009  
CCO Newsletter 

 
Please forward this 

newsletter to 
everyone in your email 

group! 
Help spread the  

word about  
Cool Critters Outreach 

Reptiles in the News 
 
Burmese Pythons are large snakes native to the rainforests of Southeast Asia.  They can reach lengths of 15 to 20 
feet, weigh an average of 150 lbs. and constrict their prey in order to eat.  They are known to be one of the 6 largest 
pythons in the world.  Unfortunately while they have their place in nature, some people believe they make good pets.  
The problem is that most individuals that obtain these snakes are not trained in the proper care and handling of such 
animals.  This became evident once again in Oxford, Florida on July 1st.   
 
A pet Albino Burmese Python escaped from the aquarium it where was being kept.  While out of its cage and 
slithering through the house it went into the bedroom of a 2 year old girl.  For whatever reason it attacked the young 
girl, bit her on the face, and strangled her to death.  While it is an unfortunate incident it should remind us that these 
animals should not be in a home and kept as a pet.  The snake that killed this young girl was reportedly around 8.5 
feet and was kept in an aquarium and a bag when the owner went to bed. 
 
Cool Critters Outreach does not condone the ownership of such animals.  When Burmese Pythons reach a length of 
around 8 feet it is capable of killing an adult.  They have enough pressure when they constrict it would be similar to 
having a compact car being parked on your chest.  Not only will it asphyxiate you, it can also break several bones 
due to the immense pressure.   
 
If you are considering becoming one of the millions of reptile owners, please research the animals prior to 
purchasing.  If your child is becoming interested, as their parent please research it with them.  If you have any 
questions regarding reptiles or reptile ownership feel free to contact Cool Critters Outreach so that we can assist you 
in making an informed decision. 

 

July Special! 
Schedule your program in July and receive 10% off the total cost 
of your program!  Schedule soon to get the date & time you are 

looking for!   

Do you have photos from a  
Cool Critters Outreach event?  

Send them to us at 
brian@coolcrittersoutreach.com 
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Animal Intake Spotlight for July, 2009 
 
Let’s take a look at an animal that we seem to be receiving more and 
more of:  the American Alligator.  An American Alligator, native to 
the southern United States, is a reptile that has been around for 
millions of years and hasn’t changed much in that time.  Why?  
Because they are amazing hunters and when you’re that good there’s 
no need to change. 
 
Currently CCO is housing 11 alligators.  They range in size from 
under 1 foot to more than 4 feet.  Our most recent alligator came to 
us from a home in Indianapolis, IN.  While healthy, this alligator only 
wants one thing:  food.  The food a small alligator will eat includes 
fish, snails, mice, rats, birds, etc.   
 
The only reason people get these animals is because they are cool.  
They look amazing, they are neat, and usually that late teen to late 
twenties male looks at it as a status symbol.  The problem is they 
don’t look into the future. 
 
That cute baby alligator will never get to know you, does not have 
feelings for you like a dog would, and will get big….real big.  These 
animals can grow to between 8 and 15 feet long and weigh up to 
1000 lbs.  Is that something you really want to handle?   
 
As I stated with the python, please think twice.  An Alligator is not a 
pet.  It never will be a pet.  As a baby it can bite you and give you a 
pretty good scratch.  At 2 to 3 feet it has the ability to take off a 
finger or two.  At 4 to 5 feet it can take off most, if not all, of your 
hand.  As an adult it can kill you.  No matter what the pet store says, 
it will not stay small and healthy.  If you want to see an alligator, 
please go the zoo or call CCO.  NEVER keep one as a pet. 
 Check the website in mid-July to 

order your very own                     
Cool Critters Outreach t-shirt! 



 
 
  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCO Donates tarantulas to the 
Newport Aquarium 

 
The next time you visit the Newport Aquarium you 
just might see some of the tarantulas that CCO has 
rescued.  The aquarium was looking to add some 
tarantulas to their collection and we were there to 
help.  Two rose hair tarantulas were donated for 

educational purposes.  There will also be a Brazilian 
Salmon Pink Birdeater Tarantula that will be on 

display, donated by CCO. 

 
Check us out online at the website below or follow 
us on Facebook!  Search for Brian Gill and request 
to be added.  We send out event reminders, upload 

photos of animals, and much more! 

Be sure to forward this e-newsletter to your 
family and friends.  Let them know what we 

do, why we do it, and what we’re about! 

Cool Critters Outreach Educates 
Students in Florida! 

 
An elementary teacher in north central Florida 
struck up a conversation at a local business 
while they were on a field trip.  The 
conversation turned to a discussion of reptiles 
that the kids were learning about.  That 
teacher, Traci Oliver, was told about Cool 
Critters Outreach here in Cincinnati!  When 
the students returned to school they logged on 
to the website and learned about some of our 
animals, what we do, and enjoyed some of the 
pictures.  So, thank you for checking out CCO 
and letting us be a part of the students 
education more than 800 miles away!   

 

FEEDBACK WANTED!  
Do you have an idea for the next newsletter?  Enjoy 

something you read?  Have an opinion you would like 
to share?  Did you see us at a program?  Let us know 

what you think!  Send your feedback via email to 
brian@coolcrittersoutreach.com  


