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December, 2009  
CCO Newsletter 

 
Please forward this 

newsletter to 
everyone in your email 

group! 
Help spread the  

word about  
Cool Critters Outreach 

Do you have photos of your pet 
in a holiday costume?    

Receiving a gift?                   
Send them to us at 

brian@coolcrittersoutreach.com 

Keeping Your Reptiles Warm In Winter 
 

Now that the weather is getting colder it’s time to 
think about your pets.  If you have a reptile you need 
to make sure that you keep a heat lamp or an under 
tank heater.  Make sure it doesn’t get too hot and 
make sure the humidity stays where it should be. 

 
Make sure they have plenty of water and are fed 

regularly.  If you feed your reptile and there is not 
enough heat the food could rot in your pets stomach 
with deadly consequences.  However some animals 

may stop eating, or not eat as much, during the colder 
months.  Ball Pythons, for example, tend to slow 

down their food intake when the weather is cooler.  
Continue to offer them food during their regular 

feeding days.  
 

If you have a cat or dog please make sure not to leave 
them outside for long periods of time in the cold 

weather, especially if there is snow on the ground.  
They need to stay warm, too, and they depend on you 

to provide a warm home for them.   
 

Remember, your pet loves you and looks to you to 
keep them safe, happy, healthy and warm. 

If you have any questions about your pet during the 
winter please don’t hesitate to ask                          

Cool Critters Outreach! 
 

CCO Program Winter Discount! 
 

Just because it’s winter doesn’t mean we stop doing programs!  If you schedule a program 
for December or January you will receive $25 off each hour of programming!  Call it a 

winter discount, call it a bailout, or just call it a great deal…the fact is you are getting the 
same hands-on program and saving money at the same time!   

Don’t wait to schedule the program, either.  Make sure you get the date and time you want.  
Birthday parties, Schools, Scouts, Daycares, Holiday Parties, Corporate Events…you name 

it and we’ll be there, 7 days / week. 
Call, text, email or Facebook message me and have our critters at your next event! 

Reptiles In The News 
 

In late October a Norwegian man was arrested after trying to smuggle 
24 snakes & geckos into Norway by hiding them under his clothes.  
He tried to hide 14 ball pythons and 10 leopard geckos in socks and 

other containers taped to his chest and legs.   
 

Nicknamed “The Jiggler”, he was apprehended in the southern town 
of Kristiansand getting off a ferry from Hirtshals, Denmark when 

customs agents found a tarantula in his suitcase.   
 

“His whole body was in constant motion” Norwegian official says 

   
  
  

Inside each of these socks 
was a ball python 

Inside each of these containers 
was a leopard gecko 
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Where Are Our Native Snakes In The Winter? 
 

As we all know, reptiles are cold-blooded.  So when the winter arrives what do our native snakes do?  Many 
believe they hibernate, similar to a bear or other mammals.  During hibernation a mammal will live off of fat 
reserves stored in their bodies.  Reptiles do what is called “brumation”.  They will find shelter in caves, logs, 
or other animals burrows.  They must be deep enough so that when the temperature drops below the freezing 

mark the snakes are below that freezing level.   
 

Their metabolism slows down…way down…and they become dormant.  They are still awake but with no 
warmth they are unable to move.  At times snakes may stay in their cave, log or burrow with several other 
snakes.  Once the weather begins to warm up they will slowly make their way out of their winter home and 

bask in the sun.  Once they are warm enough for an extended period of time they will begin to eat and go about 
their daily lives.   

 

 
 
 
 

Please forward this 
newsletter to 

everyone in your email 
group! 

Help spread the  
word about  

Cool Critters Outreach 
 

An Eastern Garter Snake emerging from brumation in April, 2009 
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Check us out online at the website below or follow us on 

Facebook!  Go to www.facebook.com/coolcrittersoutreach 
and request to be added.  We send out event reminders, 

upload photos of animals, and much more! 

Be sure to forward this e-newsletter to your 
family and friends.  Let them know what we 

do, why we do it, and what we’re about! 

What do you think? 
Do you have an idea for the next newsletter?  Enjoy 

something you read?  Have an opinion you would like 
to share?  Did you see us at a program?  Let us know 

what you think!  Send your feedback via email to 
brian@coolcrittersoutreach.com  

Reptiles In The News Part II 
 

I couldn’t help but put this in as well.  November 17th, 40 year old 
Michael Plank of Lomita, California was arrested at LAX airport 

for illegally bringing reptiles into the United States from Australia.  
He placed 15 live lizards in a money belt and strapped it to his 
chest.  Inside this belt were 2 geckos, 11 skinks, and 2 monitor 

lizards.  The monitor lizards are a protected species under CITES 
(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species).  The 

value of these lizards:  $8500.  Michael Plank was released on 
$10,000 bond and will be arraigned in federal court on      

December 21st.   

  
 

          

Now is the time to schedule your 
Cool Critters Outreach 

program!  Call, text, email or 
FB Message today to set yours 
up!  Whether it’s for school, 
birthday party, daycare…no 
matter the event we will be 

there! 

The lizards seized by Fish and Wildlife after trying to be 
smuggled into the United States by Michael Plank 

Does a pet make a good gift? 
 

Never give a pet as a gift unless 
the individual receiving the pet 

knows about it.  To be given a pet 
that requires daily care and can 
live 20+ years may be too much 

for them to handle.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Cool Critters Outreach 
family to yours, we wish you a 

safe and happy Holiday Season.  
Have fun, enjoy your friends and 

family, and don’t forget about 
your pets! 

 

 


